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TOPICS

ÅDSO Terminology

ÅIssuing the I-20

ÅI-901Fee

ÅGaining F-1 Status
ÅSEVIS Reporting

ÅImmigration Documents

ÅMaintaining F-1 Status
ÅEnrollment Requirements/Reduced Courseload

ÅSEVIS Terminations

ÅDependents

ÅEmployment

ÅTravel

ÅTransfers

ÅChange of Status

ÅLoss of Status (Terminations & Reinstatement)

ÅResources/Questions



DSO TERMINOLOGY

ÅDHSðDepartment of Homeland 

Security

ÅCBPðCustoms and Border Protection 

(Port of Entry and Departure)

ÅICEðImmigration & Custom 

Enforcement (SEVIS & investigations)

ÅUSCIS- Citizenship & Immigration 

Services (benefit assessment)

Å P/DSOðPrimary/Designated School 

Official

ÅD/SðDuration of Status

ÅF-1ðThe status associated with a degree 

seeking student issued an I-20

ÅSEVISðStudent & Exchange Visitor 

Information System



DSO TERMINOLOGY

I-17ðSEVIS application for school

I-94 ðArrival/Departure record verifying status

I-20ðCertificate of Eligibility

I-515ðDeferred inspection

I-539ðChange of status, Reinstatement

I-765ðEmployment



GAINING F-1 STATUS
Å Initial I-20 Issuance

Å SEVIS I-901 Fee

Å Timeline

Å Documents

Å SEVIS Reporting



I-20 ISSUANCEGaining F-1 Status



I-20 ISSUANCE
GAINING F-1 STATUS

From the Student:

ÅStudent submits a written, signed application for 
admission to the school

ÅStudent has academic records that meet 
admission requirements

ÅProof of language proficiency

ÅFinancial certification (at least 1 year of 
educational & living expenses)

From the DSO:

ÅVerify that the student is accepted for 
enrollment in a full course of study

ÅVerify studentõs financial and program 
information

ÅCreate SEVIS record and issue the òinitialó I-20

ÅMust issue I-20 form within the U.S.

8 C.F.R. § 214.3(k)

http://www.nafsa.org/_/file/_/amresource/8cfr2143.htm


Level of educationthat the student is pursuing or will 

pursue in the U.S., as well as major field of study.

Normal program length; program start date and end 

date.

Studentõs SEVIS number

Estimated average costs (left)

Studentõs funding information (right)



SEVIS I-901 FEEGaining F-1 Status



SEVIS (I-901) FEE
GAINING F-1 STATUS

Purpose of the SEVIS fee:

The SEVIS fee is mandated by Congress to 
support the program office and the automated 
system that keeps track of students and 
exchange visitors and ensures that they maintain 
their status while in the U.S.

The fee is used to:
ÅMaintain and update SEVIS

ÅHire and train SEVIS Liaison Officers

ÅStaff and manage the SEVP office

ÅMaintain enforcement oversight 

Who needs to pay?
ÅAll prospective F-1 students needing admission at 

a U.S. POE

ÅAny nonimmigrant in the U.S. applying for a 
change of nonimmigrant status to F-1 status

ÅAn F-1 applying for reinstatement 

ÅAn F-1 student who has been absent from U.S. for 
more than 5 months and wishes to re-enter in F-1 
visa status.

Who does not need to pay?
ÅA dependent of an F-1 student who will be 

applying for an F-2 visa 

ÅAny F-1 student with continuous F-1 status even 
when applying for a new visa or transferring 
schools.



SEVIS (I-901) FEE
GAINING F-1 STATUS

Payment Options:

Å$200 for F-1 visa type

ÅCountry of citizenship or country of birth of Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria or Gambia must pay by money 
order, Western Union Quick Pay or certified check drawn from a U.S. bank.

ÅAll others also have the option to make a credit/debit card payment on www.FMJfee.com

ÅSEVP will also accept third party payments; someone else can pay the I-901 for studentõs behalf.

When to pay?

ÅMust be paid at least 3 days before:

ÅInitial visa appointment, or

ÅInitial entry when a visa is not required (Canada/Bermuda), or

ÅBefore submitting an I-539 to request a change of visa status to F-1



TIMELINE AND DOCUMENTSGaining F-1 Status



TIMELINE
GAINING F-1 STATUS

Before arriving in the U.S.

ÅStudent applies to your school and is 
accepted

ÅDSO creates I-20 in SEVIS

ÅI-20 is sent to student

ÅStudent pays SEVIS I-901 fee

ÅStudent applies for and receives F-1 visa 
in passport

Arrival in the U.S.

ÅStudent presents immigration 
documentation to CBP: 

ÅPassport with F-1 visa

ÅI-20

ÅI-901 fee receipt

ÅCBP inspects and approves entry

ÅDSO reports the studentõs arrival by 
registering the studentõs record in SEVIS



VISA
GAINING F-1 STATUS

The visa is issued by the US embassy.

Number of entries allowed

Expiration Date

Visa Number

Visa Type/Class



PORT OF ENTRY
GAINING F-1 STATUS

ÅStudents may enter the U.S. no more than 30 days before the program 
start date on the I-20

ÅCBP will stamp the passport with the following information:

ÅDate of entry

ÅPort of entry 

ÅAdmission status (F-1) 

ÅDuration of their stay (D/S means duration of status)

ÅCBP will also issue the student an I-94 record

ÅStudents with insufficient documents may be granted a 30 day 
provisional admission and issued an I-515A form



I-94
GAINING F-1 STATUS

ÅMost I-94 records are now electronic

ÅAccessed online at cbp.gov/i94

ÅThe paper version (stapled into the passport) is 
still used in some cases



SEVIS REPORTING
GAINING F-1 STATUS

DSO Action: Reporting the arrival of a student in òinitialó SEVIS status



MAINTAINING F-1 STATUS
Å Enrollment

Å Travel

Å Employment

Å Other updates



òBUT MY FRIEND TOLD MEó



CHECKLIST
MAINTAINING F-1 STATUS

ÅMaintain a valid passport

ÅAttend authorized school

ÅComplete a full course of study

ÅMake ônormalõ progress

ÅUpdate addresses within 10 days

ÅNo unauthorized work

ÅObey state & federal laws

ÅFile timely requests if any program 
edits are needed:

ÅExtension

ÅTransfer

ÅChange of education level

ÅChange of status

ÅDepart U.S. in a timely manner

ÅComplete program ð60 day grace period

ÅAuthorized Early Withdrawal ð15 day grace period

ÅNo grace period if there is a 
violation of visa status



ENROLLMENTMaintaining F-1 Status



ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS 
ENROLLMENT



òCAN I TAKE SPRING TERM OFF BECAUSE ITõS 
TOO COLD HERE?ó



REDUCED COURSE LOAD: ACADEMIC REASONS
ENROLLMENT

Academic Exceptions to a Full Course of Study
The DSO may authorize an F-1 student in advance to engage in less than a full course of study in the following academic situations:

RCL due to Academic Difficulties

ÅInitial difficulties with the English language

ÅInitial difficulties with reading requirements

ÅUnfamiliarity with American teaching methods

ÅImproper course level placement

Restrictions on RCL due to Academic Difficulties:

ÅCan only be used once per program level

ÅUsually only used in first semester

RCL during the final semester 

ÅStudents in their final semester are eligible for RCL if 
they have less than a full course load remaining in their 
program

Restrictions on RCL during the final semester:

ÅApplies only to students in degree programs

Åò0ó hour enrollment is not an option

ÅMust be enrolled in at least one course with 
physical presence requirements



REDUCED COURSE LOAD: MEDICAL 
REASONS
ENROLLMENT

Medical Exceptions to a Full Course of Study
The DSO may authorize an F-1 student in advance to engage in less than a full course of study in the following medical situations:

RCL due to Medical Conditions

ÅAn illness or other medical condition may justify an 
interruption or reduction in a full course of study

ÅPer recommendation of US licensed practitioner: MD, 
Doctor of Osteopathy, Clinical Psychologist

Restrictions on RCL due to medical conditions:

ÅMay not exceed 12 month total

ÅPossible reduced course load or no course load 



TRAVELMaintaining F-1 Status



DOCUMENTATION
TRAVEL

Documents required for travel:

ÅI-20 with valid travel signature 

ÅTravel signatures are valid for 12 months

ÅValid Visa

ÅExcept for visa waiver and automatic revalidation

ÅValid Passport

ÅPassport must be valid for at least 6 months into the future at the time 
of return to the U.S.

ÅStudents on Post-Completion OPT should also bring:

ÅEAD

ÅProof of employment (job offer letter)

ÅI-20 with valid travel signature 

Length of Absence

ÅTemporary Absence: 5 months or less

ÅExceptions:

ÅEnrolled for study abroad or research abroad

ÅApproved leave of absence

ÅNon-Temporary Absence: 5 months or more

ÅRequires a new initial I-20 for re-entry

ÅF-2 travel



TRAVEL SIGNATURES
TRAVEL

Å Travel signatures are signed on page 2 of the I-20

Å Travel signatures are valid for one year

Å Best practice: Recommend that students make sure their travel 
signature is less than 6 months old at the time of re-entry.

òJust this once, can my friend sign my I-20 for me?ó


