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Agenda

 International Education at the system level – structural overview

 Principle issues:

 Information outreach and website

 Insurance plan options for international students and scholars

 Out-of-state tuition waivers

 …changes coming

 Education abroad – waiver ok

 …but fee is required

 General ISS Updates

 Questions?



USG - Structure

 University System of Georgia

 Board of Regents – Governor-appointed

 Chancellor –BoR – appointed: Chancellor Hank M. Huckaby

 Chief Academic Officer: Dr. Houston Davis

 Vice chancellor for Student Affairs: Dr. Joyce Jones

 Director of International Education

 Dr. Doug Podoll

 System Committee on International Education

 Dr. Neal McCrillis



SCIE: Committee Members

 Neal McCrillis (SCIE Chair)

 Ulf Kirchdorfer (SCIE Vice Chair)

 Liz Havey (Education Abroad) liz.havey@gcsu.edu

 Robin Catmur (ISS) rcatmur@uga.edu

 Margee Bright Ragland (European Council)

 Nuru Akinyemi (Africa Council)

 Jose Dacruz (Americas Council)

 David Starling (Asia Council)

 Jason Tatlock (Middle East Council)

mailto:liz.havey@gcsu.edu
mailto:rcatmur@uga.edu


SCIE-ISSS Committee

 Robin Catmur, Chair, Director of Immigration Svcs, UGA

 Adam Johnson, Vice-chair, Director of International Initiatives,
College of Coastal Georgia

 Veronique P. Barnes, Member-at-large, Director, International 

Student Admissions and Advising, Georgia Perimeter College

 Jason Wynn, Member-at-large, International Admissions Counselor, 

Georgia College



Resources

 Dr. Doug Podoll: Doug.Podoll@usg.edu; 404-520-2981

 CISS Chair: Robin Catmur: rcatmur@uga.edu

 Web site: http://www.usg.edu/

 SCIE meetings – twice a year – usually in Macon

 Next meeting September 5th, 2014, Macon, GA

mailto:Doug.Podoll@usg.edu
mailto:rcatmur@uga.edu
http://www.usg.edu/


USG Website - Resources



International Student Information



Uh oh….

currently “international students” is a 

dead link



Other Web Resources













Website (continued)



Upcoming Changes:

Insurance Plan Options for International 

Students
 A “Plan B” option

 Goal is to benefit schools with smaller international enrollments – but 
may be an option for all

 Eligibility: 

 F-1 / J-1 non-resident alien international students / scholars NOT funded 
through assistantships by the institutions

 Students on OPT / AT

 These students may waive out of the mandatory plan, and opt for the 
new plan specific to internationals (see hand-out)

 $68. per month; medevac and re-patriation coverage available under 
a rider at $100. per year

 Big jump in cost if spouse is added though --



Insurance – continued

 There may be a direct bill option for institutions

 Company is working on a dedicated link for internationals to use to 
sign up

 Insurance is valid only while full-time enrollment is maintained

 Not yet in effect – but possibly very soon…

 Upcoming meeting in Atlanta on July 31st with Dr. Podoll and 

insurance review committee to discuss further

 Even if available option for fall, further changes may be required by 

January, when new provisions from the ACA may be implemented



Travel Insurance - Reminder

 USG covers all employees, their spouses and dependents, under a 

worldwide travel policy

 See handout

 Covers business and personal travel, domestically and 

internationally

 Gap in coverage, though, when it comes to liability insurance



Out-of-State Tuition Waivers

 Memo went out earlier in June to Presidents regarding imminent 
changes to waiver numbers allotted to each school

 Proposed cut back form 4% of enrollment to 3% for larger schools

 Cut back to 1.5% for smaller schools

 Proposal to clump three types of waivers (international students, 
athletes and outstanding academic students) into one category

 Limit each group to no more that 1/3 of the total numbers awarded

 Students must be in top quartile

 Maintain a 3.0 GPA

 At Tech for instance, and smaller schools – the majority of waivers go 
to athletes…this would have a big impact on those schools.



Waivers (continued)

 Institutional president responses were received and are being taken 
into consideration 

 Waivers are on the agenda for the August BoR meeting

 These changes would be effective Fall 2015

 Current students would be grandfathered in through graduation



Tuition Waivers and International 

Exchange Students

 Reminder from Dr. Podoll:

 A full waiver of all tuition is possible, but only if it is a true one-to-one 

exchange

 Exchanges under a full waiver should be timely (say within a year) but 

do not need to be concurrent

 This is not possible for Fulbright or Rotary exchange students



Education Abroad

 Updates from Liz Havey, Chair, EA committee:

 The USG contract for study abroad insurance with CISI has been renewed at 
the same rates as last year. For more information, contact CISI directly, Liz, or 
Dr. Podoll.

 Liz is collecting agenda items for the SCIE – EA September 5th meeting. If 
anyone has something to add, please contact Liz (Liz Havey
liz.havey@gcsu.edu).

 Tuition waivers and fees

 In-state tuition rates for any study abroad term…

 …but…required $250. fee must be charged

 http://www.usg.edu/business_procedures_manual/section21/manual/C1608
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General International Student / 

Scholar Updates

 SEVIS Recertification – round 2 – has begun

 New Address and name validation standards are being 
implemented in SEVIS

 New DSO update process memo and guidance is out

 We may see updated guidance on CPT and OPT soon from SEVP

 CBP memo on I-94 system and data

 New prevailing wages are out for DoL

 Others?



Questions?

 I will refer any questions that we are unable to answer back to Dr. 

Podoll


