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Life After Study Abroad

"I came back and felt like everyone was really 
excited for Taco Bell and sporting events."

"I missed...the life I had while I was abroad."

Angela Manginelli in Welcoming Home World Travelers, Terra Dotta

What about you?



Life After Study Abroad

• Preparing students for re-entry

• Reverse Culture Shock

• Marketing skills gained from experience abroad

• Sharing with others; the search for community



Life After Study Abroad

culture shock

A state of bewilderment or distress experienced 
by an individual who is suddenly exposed to a 
new, strange, foreign social and cultural 
environment.

Dictionary.com



Life After Study Abroad

"The person you are now returning from abroad is not 
the same person who left in the first place...You have 
new habits, values, and ideas, sometimes without even 
realizing it!

[Others] may find it difficult to comprehend the changes 
you have been through....It can be difficult for them to 
understand your whole transformative experience, and 
you may find it hard to balance fulfilling old roles and 
breaking in new ones. This strain and stress can 
sometimes invoke a sense of helplessness or a loss of 
identity. This is what we call reverse culture shock, 
where you're learning who you are and how you fit 
into your culture after returning home from study 
abroad." How to Deal with Reverse Culture Shock After Studying Abroad by Valerie Stimac, 

GoOverseas.com



• 21 currently
• Eligibility: studied and/or interned abroad
• Application & group interview

• Areas of contribution:
• Advising
• Events
• Mixed media: blog, podcast, social media
• Outreach: walk-in advising, tabling, presentations, etc

• Perks
• Community
• Professional Development

GT Education Abroad Peer Advisors



EA Peer Advisors – Nuts & Bolts

• Accessibility to students



EA Peer Advisors – Nuts & Bolts

• Organization



ISA Global Ambassador Program

Who's eligible?

• ISA Alum (of any division)

• 2.75 cumulative GPA

• Passed all classes as a part of their ISA program



ISA Global Ambassador Program

How it works

• ISA alum submit an application and go through an interview 
process

• Campus Study Abroad Office must approve

• Complete online training through Global Ambassador 
Schoology and required webinars



ISA Global Ambassador Program
How it works

• Students complete 10 hours of unpaid work and are 
then compensated $10/hour or their state minimum 
wage

• Hours worked for their study abroad office also 
count



ISA Global Ambassador Program

What do Global Ambassadors do?

• Work closely with the ISA Alumni Relations team, 
assist Regional Directors and Study Abroad Offices

• The Badge Program

• We encourage creativity / play to their strengths

• Activity Reports and Timesheets



ISA Global Ambassador Program

Perks to the program

• Paid position

• Professional 
Development

• Networking

• Share your experience

• Global Ambassador 
Travel Grant



ISA Global Ambassador Program

Perks to the program

• ISA Global Ambassador Workshop Opportunity



IDEA SHARING


