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Summary 

 Attendees will receive:
 Review of  transcripts and diplomas from selected countries

 Links to verify credentials and/or schools

 Summary of secondary education systems and credentials     
for selected countries
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U.S. Transcripts

 Accreditation status

 Courses the student took with grades and dates of completion

 Date of graduation

 GPA

 Regionally accredited 
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Jamaica
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Lebanon
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Open Admissions Policy vs 
Selective Admissions Policy
 Influences documentation required for admission of high school 

graduates

 We will look at samples of documents and discuss situations when   
a transcript alone does not provide sufficient information to make     
a good admissions decision. 
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Bahrain, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Kuwait, 
Liberia, Libya, Mexico, Oman, Panama, Philippines*, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Sierra Leone, South Korea, Swaziland, Syria, Taiwan, Thailand, UAE, 
Vietnam and Yemen

*The Philippines Department of Education, Sport and Culture in 2013 announced 
the end of the Grade 10 (6 + 4) system and implemented a new K to 12 system.

Countries Now Patterned After 
U.S. (6+6) System:

8



China
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 Academic transcript issued by the institution.

 Graduation certificate issued in Chinese by the institution (be sure to 
check for a seal from the school, a seal from the principal, and an 
embossed seal from the local or provincial education department).*

 Verification report for high school joint examination (huikao) results, 
depending on province

*English translation

Required Documentation for 
Chinese Secondary Credentials
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Academic transcript & graduation 
certificate
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English translation of the photocopy    
of the graduation certificate
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www.chsi.com.cn/wssq/sqcl.jsp

CHESSIC: China Higher Education 
Student Information and Career Center
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The Philippines
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www.deped.gov.ph/k-to-12/shs

List of the Department of Education-recognized public and private 
secondary schools:

Philippines School Directory
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Ethiopia
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20



21



Ethiopia
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Vietnam
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Study Book for Lower and Secondary 
Education
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France
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Countries Influenced By French  
(5+7) System
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 Compulsory primary/elementary school = 5 years

 Lower Secondary school (collège) = 4 years

 Upper Secondary school (lycée) = 3 years
Diplôme du Baccalauréat Général/Baccalauréat de 
l’Enseignement de Second Degré 
 3 streams

 Science (S)
 Literary (L)
 Economic and Social (ES)

Basic Outline of French System
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 Industrial (STI)

 Laboratory Sciences (STL)

 Health and Social Science (STSS)

 Management (STG)

 Agronomy (STAV)

 Hotel Management (Hotellerie)

 Music and Dance Techniques (TMD)

Baccalauréat Technologique
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 Baccalauréat Professionnel - 3-year program 

 Certificat d’Aptitude Professionnelle (CAP) - 2-year program: terminal

 Former Brevet d’Études Professionnelles - integrated into BP

Baccalauréat Professionnel: geared to 
labor market
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Gabon
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38

France



United Kingdom
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*Australia, Bahamas, *Bangladesh, *Botswana, *Canada,            

Caribbean, *Ghana, *Hong Kong, *India, *Indonesia, Ireland,           

*Kenya, *Lesotho, *Liberia, *Macau SAR China, *Malawi, Malaysia, 

Malta, Myanmar, *Nepal, New Zealand, *Nigeria, *Pakistan, Scotland, 

Singapore, *South Africa, Sri Lanka, *Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, 

*Zambia, and *Zimbabwe. 

*Have moved to 12-year systems. 

Countries Influenced By British 
(6 + 5 + 2) System
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 Primary School:  6 years 
 Infant school - 2
 Junior school - 4

 Secondary School: 5 years

 Senior Secondary School: 2 years

6 + 5 + 2 = 13
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 National and external

 Mandatory secondary subjects: English, Math, Science, PE, 
Religious Ed, Citizenship, Sex Education, and Computing

 Students self-select examinations

 Grading: A* to G
 A* is higher than A
 A*, A, B, C = good marks
 D – G = passes/just sufficient

General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (GCSE)
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Southeast Asian  
Subcontinent
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Caribbean 
Community Countries
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Nigeria
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Latin America
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Mexico
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 Educación Primaria (primary):  6 years

 Educación secundaria (lower-secondary education): 3 years

 Educación media superior / upper-secondary education is diversified;

 An escuela preparatoria
 University-preparatory – Bachillerato General 
 6 semesters
 Students completing bachillerato (upper-secondary education) 

called a bachiller

 Graduation credential:  Certificado de estudios (transcript)

 This situation is notable because it differs from that of most Latin 
American countries, where upper secondary students receive 
diplomas, rather than just transcripts.

Basic Outline of Mexican System
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Puerto Rico
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 US Accreditation:
 Commonwealth State

 Accredited by the Commission on Elementary and Secondary 
Schools of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

 July 2010: Consejo de Educación (Council of Education) established 
to consolidate the Council of Higher Education and the General 
Council of Education to:   
 License private basic-education schools and both private and 

public HEI's.
 Accredit both public and private basic-education schools, upon 

institutional request.

 Terminology:
 Diploma de Escuela Superior (High-School Diploma). 

 In any other country, escuela superior is tertiary, but in PR, escuela 
superior is literally high school.
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Diploma de Escuela Superior
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Cuba
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 Primary School (educación primaria):  
 1st cycle: grades 1 – 4 grades 
 2nd cycle: 5 and 6 grades 

 Middle General Education (educación general media): Grades 7 – 12
 Basic (lower) secondary education (secundaria básica or ciclo

medio): grades 7 – 9, 3 years 
 Pre-university education (preuniversitaria or ciclo medio superior): 

grades 10 – 12, 3 years
 Academic credential awarded: Bachiller or Diploma de 

Graduado de Pre-Universitario
 Upper secondary technical-vocational education (educación

técnica y profesional): 3/4 years; credential awarded: Técnico
(Technician) or Técnico de Nivel Medio (Middle-Level Technician) 

Cuban Educational System 12/13
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Peru
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 Primary School (educación primaria): Grades 1 - 6 

 Secondary Education (educación secundaria): Grades 7 – 11

 Credential awarded: Certificado Oficial de Estudios *** the Official 
Certificate of Study 
 A transcript with subjects and grades for the 1st – 5th (final) years 

of secondary education, 
 Indicates secondary completion in Peru
 An official graduation certificate/diploma is not issued

 NOTE: the Degree of Bachelor (Grado de Bachiller) or  Academic 
Degree of Bachelor (Grado Académico de Bachiller) refers to a 
university degree

Peruvian Educational System 11
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Questions?

Carolyn Christie: carolyn_christie@fceatlanta.com

Foreign Credential Evaluations, Inc. 
www.fceatlanta.net

770-642-1108
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